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VI
THE RAMAYANA POEM

BUT it was not only the stirring episodes of
the MaM-Bharata which the bards recited;
the Ram&yana has gained even greater popu-
larity among the masses of India. The
name means Kama's Adventures, and the
author is Valmiki. The geographical range
of the poem extends as far south as the
Dekhan and the isle of Ceylon; hero and
heroine are natives of countries which were
colonised by the eastward-pressing Hindus
long after Kuru and Panchala Land. On
these grounds, the romantic Ramayana is
generally referred to a later date than the
martial Maha-Bharata. The Ram&yana has
been the inexhaustible source of the Hindu
theatre for more than a thousand years.
We again summarise the contents.

The Videhas of Tirhut and the Koshalas
of Oudh were friendly neighbours. Sita, a
Videha Princess, married Kama, the eldest
Koshala Prince. The joys and sorrows of